Spike Driver Blues

Mississippi John Hurt

( John’s version of John Henry. This also was on

The American Anthology of Folk Music ) 

                       Key of G - Only a G and G7 position throughout Song

                          Country Blues G7 Position Throughout Song

          G                        G7       G

        ┌───────────0────┬──3──────1──────┬──3─────────────┬────────────────┐
        ├─────────3─│────┼──│──────│──────┼──│─────0────0──┼────────────────┤
        ├─────────│─│────┼──│──────│──────┼──│─────│─0──│──┼──0─────────────┤
        ├─────0───│─│──0─┼──│───0──│───0──┼──│──0──│─│──0──┼──│───2──────2──┤
        ├─────────│─│────┼──│──────│──────┼──│─────│─│─────┼──│─────────────┤
        └─3───────3─│────┴──3──────3──────┴──3─────3─│─────┴──3───────3─────┘
                  └─┘                              └─┘
                Take this  hammer  and    carry it to my captain,

        ┌────────────────┬────────────────┬──────────0─────┬──1─────────────┐
        ├─────────0──────┼────────────────┼────────3─│─────┼──│─────────────┤
        ├───────3─│──────┼─0──────────────┼────────│─│─────┼──│─────────────┤
        ├───2───│─│──0───┼─│───0───────0──┼────0───│─│──0──┼──│───0──────0──┤
        ├───────│─│──────┼─│───────2──────┼────────2─│─────┼──│───────2─────┤
        └3──────3─│──────┴─3──────────────┴─3──────│─│─────┴──3─────────────┘
                └─┘                                └─┘
            tell him I'm  gone,                    I am      gone,

        ┌──────────0───────┬─3────────────────┐
        ├────────3─│───────┼─│────────────────┤
        ├────────│─│───────┼─│────────────────┤
        ├────0───│─│───0───┼─│────0────────0──┤
        ├────────2─│───────┼─│────────2───────┤
        └─3──────│─│───────┴─3────────────────┘
                 └─┘
                I sure am   gone

Well John Henry, he had a little woman, named Polly Anne, (3X).

When John Henry got sick and couldn't work, she drove like a man, (3X).

John Henry was a steel drivin' boy, but he went down, (3X).

Its a long way to East Colorado, baby that's my home, (3X).

John Henry, he left his hammer, lyin' side the road (3X).

John Henry, he left his hammer, painted in red, (3X).

Ain't noone's hammer on this whole mountain, rings like mine, (3X).

Take this hammer and carry it to my captin, tell him I'm gone, (3X).

